
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

OP 10-0113	 -.

ROBERT JAMES THOMAS,	 4 :?OlO

Petitioner,
EME COURT

Ct MONTANA

ORDER
MIKE FERRITER, Director of Montana Department of
Corrections; and DAVE ARMSTRONG, Director of
Alternatives, Inc., Alpha Pre-release,

Respondents.

Robert James Thomas (Thomas) filed a Petition for Appointment of Counsel in

this habeas corpus proceeding. We note that on April 6, we issued an Order requiring the

Attorney General or the Department of Corrections to file a response.

We appoint counsel in actions for habeas relief "[o]nly upon a demonstration of

good cause that affirmatively moves our discretion to appoint. A showing of likelihood

that the sentence of the person seeking relief is illegal and will be shortened or terminated

should habeas relief be granted will be required before we will make an appointment."

Dyer v. Mahoney, 2008 MT 117, ¶ 6, 342 Mont. 495, 182 P.3d 737. In Dyer, we

determined that a statement that the petitioner is untrained or unskilled with in law is

insufficient. Dyer, 2008 MT 117, ¶ 6.

Thomas has presented a colorable claim which is sufficient to move us to order the

Respondents to file a response to the petition. However, Thomas has not satisfied the

above threshold and we decline to appoint counsel to represent him.

IT IS ORDERED the Petition for Appointment of Counsel is DENIED.

The Clerk is directed to provide a copy of this Order to counsel of record and to

Thomas.
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DATED this /3" day of April, 2010.
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